1992 Season Outlook 


As the Salisbury State University softball program be- 
gins a new era under the leadership of first-year coach 
Susan Muller, a number of returning veterans will help 
ease the transition. The Sea Gulls feature 12 letter win- 
ners back from last year’s 13-12 squad which captured 
the Eastern States Athletic Conference championship. 

Most of the familiar faces will help round out the SSU 
infield as three of four starters from last year are back. 
1991's conference MVP Saundra Miller will once again 
be the anchor of the infield at first base. The senior 
batted .417 with a team-high .508 on-base percentage 
in 1991. Junior Sandy Lawless has been a two-year 
starter at second base, and batted .286 last season. 
Kim Richardson, coming off a .283 season, is likely 
to be at shortstop once again. 

The hot corner at third appears to be the only infield 
spot without a returning starter. Off-season knee 
surgery for team co-captain Yvette Hess, who played 
third base for most of the '91 campaign, leaves her 
side-lined as the 1992 season begins. Among the can- 
didates to fill the spot are valuable returnees Diane 
Racine, chosen to the all-ESAC team in '91, and 
Monica Diggs. Both sophomores saw considerable 
duty last year in a variety of roles, with Racine batting 
.829 and Diggs finishing at .313. Other candidates 
include sophomore Jennifer Jaekel, senior Tammy 
Leather and newcomers Kara Wack and Stephanie 
Abbott. 

In addition to Racine and Diggs, who can both play 
the outfield in addition to serving duty at third base, 
the outfield picture includes returnees Edie Matthews, 
who hit .250 in part-time duty last year, Liz Leo and 
Shannon Cianelli. 

Sharrey Hammond, who led the team in extra base 
hits last season, returns as the catcher. The senior hit 
.406 with three doubles, two triples and the team's only 
home run. She also topped the Gulls with 28 hits. 

With the graduation of four-year starter Amy Geppi, 
junior Sonja Akers takes over as the ace of the pitching 
staff. The righthander finished 4-5 with a 2.80 ERA in 
1991. Racine, who won her only decision last year, 
and Cianelli could also see duty on the mound. Two 
other newcomers, Laura Heath and Kim Roth, may 
also contribute. 

SSU, which won nine of ten conference games in 
claiming the league title last year, will look for a fast 
start in 1992 in hopes of defending its crown. The Gulls 
meet ESAC rivals Cabrini and Marywood in double- 
headers during the season's first week. Salisbury also 
plays traditional non-conference rivals Trenton State, 
Virginia Wesleyan and Glassboro State in addition to 
participating in the Eastern Mennonite Tournament and 
Montclair State Invitational. 


Coach 


Susan Muller 

Head Coach 

With over 15 years of playing 
experience and 10 years of 
teaching experience, Susan 
Muller begins her first season 
as head coach of the Salisbury 
State women's softball prog- 
ram. A former collegiate player 
at Edinboro (PA) College, Muller 
has been involved in the game 
most of her adult life. 

She is a 15-year veteran of women's fast pitch 
softball, and has played on numerous teams that ad- 
vanced to district and regional competitions. Her Per- 
kasie (PA) Glenettes squad was ranked as high as 
ninth in the country. She has also coached previously 
in the collegiate ranks at Kent State - Ashtabula. Muller 
has been a full-time physical education instructor for 
the last 10 years 

Muller earned her Bachelor of Science in Health and 
Physical Education from Edinboro in 1979, and also 
holds a master’s degree from the University of Mary- 
land, College Park. Additionally, she is currently finish- 
ing work on her doctorate in exercise physiology. 


Dr. Thomas Stitcher 
Assistant Coach 
Although he begins his first sea- 
son as a coach, Tom Stitcher is 
no stranger to Salisbury State 
University. A'75 graduate of the 
University, where he also 
earned his master’s degree in 
1977, Stitcher has served as the 
athletic department's facilities 
coordinator for the last 14 years. 

Being a knowledgeable 
student of the game, Stitcher has served as a coach 
in the women's Wicomico County Summer League for 
the last seven years. He guided his team to the division 
title in 1991, and has seen his team place third in the 
playoffs in each of the past two seasons. He joins the 
softball team this spring after having completed his 
first season as head coach of the SSU wrestling prog- 
ram this past winter. 

Stitcher, who earned his doctorate degree from the 
University of North Texas in 1989, resides in Salisbury 
with his wife Cathy. 


1991 Season in Review 


As almost any coach will say at the beginning of a 
season, a “quick start” is very important for a success- 
ful year. And for the 1991 Sea Gull softball team, that 
quick start propelled it to its second conference cham- 
pionship in the last three years. Paced by an offense 
that averaged 7.5 runs/game through the first nine con- 
tests, SSU stormed out to an 8-1 record that also in- 
cluded five wins in six ESAC contests. The Gulls 
finished 9-1 in the conference and 13-12 overall, post- 
ing their sixth winning record in the last seven years. 

Senior pitcher Amy Geppi rebounded from an injury- 
riddled junior season with a solid senior campaign, 
finishing 8-5 with a 1.55 ERA. Catcher Sharrey Ham- 
mond, a junior transfer, quickly made her presence 
felt as she became the team's leading power hitter, 
finishing with six extra-base hits and a .406 average. 
First baseman Saundra Miller emerged as a key player 
in the infield, providing leadership and a .417 average. 
She also finished as co-Most Valuable Player in the 
conference. 

In addition to Geppi and Miller, a third Sea Gull, 
freshman Diane Racine, was named to the all-ESAC 
team. The versatile Racine, who played both infield 
and outfield, batted .329 and led the team in walks 
with nine 


Final 1991 Softball Results 
DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


Mar. 16 *“MARYWOOD 
Mar. 16 “*“MARYWOOD 
Mar. 26 *Cabrini 

Mar, 26 "Cabrini 
Apr.2 *Shenandoah 
Apr.2 *Shenandoah 
Apr.4 Stockton State 
Apr.4 Stockton State 
Apr.6 m Molloy 
Apr.6 m Lynchburg 
Apr.6 m Norfolk State 
Apr.9 WILMINGTON 
Apr.9 WILMINGTON 
Apr.12 "WESLEY 

Apr. 12 “WESLEY 

Apr.17 "ALLENTOWN 
Apr.17 *ALLENTOWN 

Apr. 20 William Paterson 
Apr. 20 William Paterson 
Apr.20 GLASSBORO STATE 
Apr.24 GLASSBORO STATE 
Apr.29 TRENTON STATE 
Apr.29 TRENTON STATE 
Apr. 30 Virginia Wesleyan 
Apr.30 Virginia Wesleyan 


Home Games in CAPS 
*ESAC Game 
m Mary Washington Tournament 
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1992 Schedule 


Opponent Time 
CABRINI 1:00 
COPPIN STATE 3:00 
Marywood 10:00 
Eastern Mennonite Tournament TBA 
Wesley 3:00 
Montclair Tournament TBA 
SHENANDOAH 1:00 
Wilmington 3:00 
STOCKTON STATE 2:00 
Trenton State 1:00 
Allentown 3:00 
Glassboro State 3:00 
ESAC Championshi TBA 
VIRGINIA WESLEYAN 3:00 
Virginia Wesleyan 3:30 
KEAN 3:00 


All non-tournament games are scheduled 
doubleheaders 


Home Games - Bold Caps 


Team captain Yvette Hess was a steady defensive performer at 
third base in 1991. The junior also finished second on the team 
in RBI's with 10. 


Monica Diggs batted .313 last season with an on-base percentage 
of .400. The speedy outfielder also succeeded on eight of eight 
stolen base attempts. 


“Sea Gull Honor Roll” 


MVPs 


1980 Robin Tyler 
1981 Sissy Natoli 
1982 Carolyn Huston/ 
Pam Gonce 
1983 Cindy Zile 
1984 Donna Headlee 
1985 Terri Timmons 
1986 Dawn Taylor 
1987 Jodi Yingling 
1988 Tina DeJaco/ 
Jodi Yingling 
1989 Terri Sharpless 
1990 Kristy Keil 
1991 Saundra Miller 
Sharrey Hammond 


Most Improved 


1987 Laura Fisher 
1988 Diane Bickford 
1989 Kristy Keil 
1990 Saundra Miller 
1991 Yvette Hess 


Coaches Award 
(recognizing academic 
excellence) 

1987 Kristy Keil 
1988 Debbie Scott 
1989 Karen Sipple 
1990 Jane Cleveland 
1991 Saundra Miller 


Morrison Award 

(for dedication to 

the game) 

1989 Terri Sharpless/ 
Karen Sipple 

1990 Kristy Keil 

1991 Amy Geppi 


1991 ESAC All-Conference Team ___ 


Saundra Miller* 
Dana Painter* 
Amy Geppi 

Jen Clements 
Mary Jo Genovese 
Diane Racine 
Kelly Hoffman 
Stacy Pusakones 
Dena Bellarocca 
Kristie Vilotti 


*Co-MVPs 


Salisbury State 
Shenandoah 
Salisbury State 
Allentown 
Marywood 
Salisbury State 
Allentown 
Allentown 
Cabrini 

Cabrini 


Coachofthe Year DawnMcCrumb, Salisbury State 


Final 1991 ESAC Standings 


Salisbury State 
Allentown 


Marywood 
Cabrini 
Wesley 
Shenandoah 


SSU Quick Facts 
Salisbury, MD 21801 


Location .. 
Founded . 
Enrollment 
President .... 
Switchboard 
Nickname 
Colors .. 
Affiliation . 
Conference . 
Athletic Director 
Athletic Dept. Phone 
Head Coach .. 
Coach's Phone .... 
Sports Info. Director 
Sports Info. Phone ..... 


B seivaai cavnspeseerens ita 5,884 
. Dr. Thomas E. Bellavance 
. (410) 543-6000 
Syn Sea Gulls 
. Maroon, Gold 
. NCAA Division III 
Eastern States Athletic 
. Dr. William Lide 
. (410) 543-6340 
.. Susan Muller 

. (410) 543-6347 
G. Paul Ohanian 
. (410) 543-6016 


Salisbury State University ___ 


A Reputation for Excellence 

“Best Buy” in Public Education. “Smiles abound as 
the . .. school's endowment and reputation soar,” said 
The Baltimore Sun in a front page story. Money 
magazine ranked SSU a national “best buy” in public 
education. 

Applications triple. For 11 straight years the number 
of applications here has increased, countering national 
trends. This fall the campus received over 4,000 appli- 
cations for 700 openings. 


SATs up 182 points. In the same time period, SAT 
scores rose to among the highest in Maryland's public 
university system. The average 1991 freshman at SSU 
has well over 1,000 on the SATs and a better than B 
average in high school. 


$45 million investment in buildings and grounds. 
Splendid new architecture and a beautifully land- 
scaped campus in the heart of Maryland's Eastern 
Shore have made us one of the Mid-Atlantic’s most 
attractive universities, 

Highest endowed four-year public comprehensive 
university in Maryland. SSU's $10 million plus endow- 
ment means more scholarships, student travel and re- 
search funds, and more visiting scholars and artists’ 
programs. The University has been listed in an exclu- 
sive group of 300 schools with the largest endowments 
for their size. 


